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Humble Allotment Tenants Have Human Rights Too.

Our gardening forebears dug for victory but little did they realise
that their part in the subsequent victory would, some 60 years
later, result in added legal protection for allotment tenants. Their
*victory” in¢luded the establishment of the Eurepean Convention
on Human Rights in 1953, The Convention was initially designed
to protect all european citizens from atrocities committed in the
name of totalitarianism. Our forebears would perhaps be
astonished to discover that the tentacles of the Convention now
apply equally to the humble allotment garden as much as they
would to a concentration camp, Although UK citizens have been
able to take their cases to a court in Strasbourg it has taken a
furher half century for a UK government to be brave enough to
enshrine the fundamental freedoms directly in to UK law. The
Human Rights Act 1998 allows alleged breaches of the
Convention by any public authority to be heard in the ordinary
UK courts. Higher courts can also declare Acts of Parliament as
incompatible with the Convention.

All public authorities must not contravene a person’s freedoms.
Establishing that a body is public authority is therefore a first
hurdle or a prerequisite to claiming a Convention right. Central
Government bodies such as the Department of the Environment
or county, town or parish councils are well established in law as
public autherities. Other bodies however may be classified as
public authorities if they carry out public functions. This could
well include Allotment Associations who ‘manage’ sites on behall’
of local councils under delegated powers within the Allotments
Acts. On the other hand, Railtrack or the Water companies for
example, also carry out public functions but providing allotments
is a private act that is not derived from state power.

The distinction between public and private function is an important
second hurdle to overcome. An allotment association may let
plots and evict tenants under a delegated public function but the
expulsion of amember will be a private act. The problem arises of
course where the tenancy rules require the tenant to be an
Association member and therefore the private act of expulsion
indirectly affects the public function of allotment provision and is
thus a potential breach of the Convention.

Modern allotment tenants are a diverse bunch. They are
representative of all sections of any particular local community
with perhaps only necessity, obsession, cultural background or
even medical advice as common denominators to their shared
passion for vegetable growing. And therein lies the rationale of
the Convention: to protect diverse communities and individuals
from the misuse of state power. The tool used by the Convention
is to provide broad ‘freedoms’ against which the actions of a
public authority can be tested. Strict enforcement of inflexible
rules and regulations are likely to breach the freedoms. A tenant
may raise a freedom as a defence to possession proceedings
brought by Associations or local authorities. But which freedoms
may allotment tenants rely on?

Double digging on a frosty winter's morning may certainly be
classed as torture, slavery and enforced labour but as the spouse
under whose direction the digging is done is not public authority
no action wil lie! Similarly, the constant interference from ‘Know-
1t-All" on the next plot will not give rise to a claim under the right

to respect for one’s private life. But compare a local authority who
attempt to evict a disabled or elderly tenant for failure to cultivate
75% of a plot (degrading treatment) or an Association ‘steward’
who constantly interferes because of the particular methods of
cultivationt used by a person of ethnic descent (respect for private
life / religions belief}.

Article 6 of the Convention provides for a right to a fair trial.. This
may seem far removed from an allotment dispute. However, as
indicated above, the expulsion of an Association member, if it
results in eviction, is a civil dispute’ that will require a fair trial to
be held. Anindependent and impartial ‘judge’ or ‘jury’, aright to
defend oneself, and a hearing held in public may all have to be
observed to comply with this fundamental freedom if a successful
claim for damages is to be avoided. Alotment Associations’
constitutions are likely to be incompatible in this respect and will
need to be amended as will some local authority practices.

Article 1 of the First Protocol to the Convention provides that the
peaceful possession of property is a fundamental freedom. The
rationale is to prevent the confiscation of property by the state.
Compulsory purchase or leasing of land by the local authorities
so as to provide allotments is in effect a confiscation of property
from the landowner. Landowners wising to cash in on valuable
land that they currently have to lease to local authorities may
claim this right in order to reclaim their land. Local authorities may
use 1t as an excuse not to purchase land for allotments. The
termination of allotment tenancies is also a confiscation of property.
This 1s generally permissible providing that a proper scheme of
compensation exisis. As the present compensation provisions in
the Allotment Acts fail to recognise length of tenure and the value
of improvements, they may be found to be incompatible with the
Convention and are therefore open to legal challenge, even in
small claims proceedings. Allotment Associations and local
authorities may be well advised to offer a compensation scheme
that exceeds the current statutory minimum.

As well as a passion for vegetable growing, allotment tenants also
share a general insecurity of tenancy. The new rights provided by
the Convention may not improve security of tenure to any great
extent but wil! make rule-makers more conscious of how their rules
are formulated, interpreted and enforced. As successive
Governments have refused to implement recommended
improvements to allotment faw they may now be forced to adopt
improved practices because of the Human Rights Act. Itisup to
all of us to use the new law so as to fully achieve the benefits of
this hard-won, albeit unexpected, victory of the wartime diggers.

| am pleased to receive comments and suggestions and share
experiences for the benefir of all allotment tenants, smallholders
and kitchen gardeners.

Andrew P. Baxter LLM, Barrister of the Middle Temple, Lecturer in
Law, University of Salford.

| Annesley Avenue,

Blackpool

FY37ID

E-mail: andrewpb1{@hotmail.com



The Party Night

The year 2000 saw the Nottingham & District attend more than 7 shows, in which we
fiew the flag and made ourselves known, they were all a great success.

We rounded off the season with an xmas dance on December 8th, the artist was
excellent and so was the buffet and beer. A great night was had by all, we even got our
chairman (Mr Knowles) to dance, in fact our secretary {Mrs Dinsdale) would’nt sit
down! At the end of the evening [ think he had 80% of the people who attended,
dancing

The artist “Tim Sheldon’ did a great job cntertaining us and he worked hard throughout
the function.

During the evening we auctioned off a bottle of very expensive wine (donated by
Dorreen) which fetched £19, and it was all in aid of N.&.D.A.C.

Bill Maher sold raffle tickets and ran the raffle throughout the evening and did a
sterling job. Dorreen catered for all those hungry mouths by doing a most stunning
buftet helped by Joe Dyer to set it up.

We all enjoyed ourselves, it was a fanlastic night, meeting people who have allotments
elsewhere and meeting others who just came along for the event. We hope to repeat
the event again this year, but that depends on your support. Why not send a letter to
our letters page of the newsletter if you enjoyed it or even if you didn’t (I don’t think
many of you didn’t) to see if we can pester the committee into doing it again in 2001.
It all depends on you!

For Sale

500 gallon heavy duty plastic water buts,
with taps, in steel frams 6ft 2in high by 4ft
by 4ft £20-00 each buyer to collect.
Phone: (0115)9266639.

Brassicas

Of all the crops in the garden

If the Cabbage is King

It’s because it’s the most common
Summer, Autumn, Winter and Spring

Cauliflower’s need lots of water
And they are difficult to grow

As soon as they are ready

They are quickly ready to “blow”

Brussels are long lasting
Standing tall through to spring
Provided that whitefly

Don't spoil everything

If you treasure your health
They say Broccoli is best
It’s so full of the vitamins
That provide fitness and zest

So line up your garden

And remove all the weeds
Then pland for succession
When you order your seeds

A, Allen

For Sale

Very old and large (antique) hay rackes
Wrought iron so they are heavy make good
wall baskets for plants £25-00 each, we have
seen the same for sale at £90-00 each buyer
to collect.

Phone: (0115)9266639.

Thanks go out again to all who attended the event
and those who worked hard before and during
the few hours of madness:- the committee for
allowing it to happen, Joe and Dorreen for the
stupendous buffet, Bill for his hard raftle selling
(and running) task, Pat (our treasurer) for keeping
his eye on the cash, Reg for his support (and 10
minutes of entertainment) and landlord, landlady
and staff at the white horse pub for looking after
us all.

Walch this space for this years 2001 show and
event dates.

Happy Hoeing for 2001

S. Waterfall,
{Publicity Officer)

P.S. If you would like your event entering into
our show spot page, why not drop me a line with
your details. (address on newsletter).

The N.& D. A C Management Committee, Officers and Publishers, do not necessarily agree with the views expressed by contributors
to this newsletter and do not accept any responsibility for any errors in transmission in the subject matter of this publication. All
advertisements are included in good faith and the N. & D. A. G Management Committee, Officers and Publishers, cannot therefore take
any responsibility for any services offered by advertisers. No part of this publication may be reproduced without permission of the

Council.
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Officers of the Council

Chairman Mr. R. B. Knowles 7 Mattingly Road, Hempshill Vale, Nottingham, NG6 7BD. Tel: 0115 9276860
Vice-Chairman Mr. W. Maher 4 Barbrooke Close, Wollaton, Nottingham, NG8 1JG. Tel: 01159163327
Secretary Mrs. D. Dinsdale 34 Courtleet Way, Nottingham, NG6 8FG. Tel: 01159273172

Treasurer Mr. P. McGrath 42 Baythorn Road, Bilborougn, Nottingham, NG8 4FB. Tel: 01159290516
Publicity Officer Mr. S. Waterfall 29 Plungar Close Beechdale Estate, Nottingham, NG8 3FW. Tel: 01159297289

Management Committee

Mr. J. Sheeron 3 Churchfieid Lane, Radford, Nottingham, NG7 5QA.
Tel: N/A

Mr. M. J. Rose 276 Hempshill Lane, Nottingham, NG6& 8PP,
Tel: 01159271797

Mr.J. Dyer 14 Kinross Crescent, Beechdale nottingham, NG8 3FU.

Tel: 01159298841

Mr. J. Tring 82 ElImswood Garden, Sherwood, Nottingham, NG5 4AW,
Tel: 01159620632

L ________________________________________________ |
THENOTTINGHAM & DISTRICT
ALLOTMENT COUNCIL

The representative district body for allotment gardens and affiliated association and the adjecent counties

SHOW DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

April 15th - 16th THRUMPTON

May 26th - 28th WOLLATON PARK

July 14th- 15th LOCKOPARK

August 4th - 5th RIVERSIDE FESTIVAL
August25th CLIFTON GHA SHOW
September 8th OLD PARK FARM GHA SHOW
December 7th N.&.D.A.C. XMAS DANCE

If you have any problems e items of interest which you would like to tell the members, please instruct your delegate o raise it at the meeting,




If any members have anything to sell, thenwhynot | HAVE YOU ANY SUGGESTIONS?

advertise itin the Allotment Newsletter. The cost
will be £3.00 for anything over £10.00, anything
you have for sale under £10.00 is free. DO YOU HAVE ANY IDEAS?

Please contact Mr. S. Waterfall or D. Dinsdale

for any further information. ALL COMMENTS WELCOME

If anybody out there has any secret information on
how to grow good crops, why not let others share IF SO, PLEASE CONTACT:
your knowledge. So please ring Reg. Knowles or MRS WATERFALL OR

Doreen Dinsdale. Our phone numbers are inthis T

Newsletter. MRS. D.DINSDALE
PLANT NUTRIENTS
TEA ROOMS
Part -3-
Introduction
THE OLD Part one of this series dealt with the chemical symbols used and the percentage
POST OFFICE composition of some fertilisers. Part two explained the effect on plant growth of the

various nutrients indicating the effect of deficiencies. In this third part the effect of
nutrients on one another will be indicated showing that this can be supportive or
antagonistic.

Antagonistic Reactions:

Potassium and Magnesium ions interfere with the uptake of each other. This can be
avoided when the correct ratio of available Potassium to Magnesium is present in
the growing medium. This should be between 3:1 and 4:1 Potassium to Magnesium.,
Potassium also reduces the uptake of magnesium, Copper, Zinc and Calcium.
Magnesium can also reduce the uptake of Calcium, whereas Calcium reduces the
uptake of Potassium and Magnesium. Phosphorus uptake can be reduced by the
presence of Nitrate Nitrogen. Tron deficiency is induced by the prescence of large
quantities of Calcium. Deficiency of Iron can also be induced by high levels of
Copper, Manganese, Zinc and Phosphorus. The problem can be overcome by the
use of Iron Chelates.

Manganese uptake can be reduced by high Potassium, Iron, Copper and Zinc, whilst
its availability is greatly increased at low ph levels when it can reach toxic levels.
High Phosphorus levels can be used to reduce the level of Manganese in these
circumstances.

Supportive or Enhancement Reactions:

The use of Nitrate Fertilisers tends to enhance the uptake of Potassium from the soil
and therefore a fertiliser containing Nitrate is preferable when growing a crop which
requires high levels of Potassium for good growth.

Most plants can grow satisfactorily in soils containing widely varying amounts of
most nutrients without the risk of serious effects from interactions. However, when
a deficiency of a nutrient is indicated it is often helpful to concider whether the
problem has been caused by excessive addition of fertilisers containing autagonistic

THE OLD POST OFFICE nutrients.
COMMONDALE, WHITBY
NORTH YORKSHIRE, YO21 2HG
TEL: 01287 660060

Canclusion:
This article deals with the interactions that are possible between different nutrients,
for example if one should for some reason be present in excess. Part four of this

gggﬁggfﬁé(:éﬁ% series will deal with the effect of ph on the availability of nutrients.
EVENINGMEAL A Allen
CHILDRENO-5 YEARSFREE

THE COMMITTEE WILL NOT PUBLISH LETTERS OR REPORTS OF AN INFLAMMATORY NATURE THAT MAY
CAUSE ANY OFFENCE TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE NOTTINGHAM & DISTRICT ALLOTMENTS COUNCIL
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S.E. Marshall & Co. Limited

A brief History

S.E. Marshall & Co. limited were founded over
50 years ago by Stanley Marshall, in Wisbech, in
the Cambridgeshire Fens. This is still our home
today.

Many of our staff have been with us for many
years, ensuring a continuity of service to our
customers which they value highly.

We sell more potatoes, onions sets, shallols,
garlic, vegetables seed and soft fruitto the home
kitchen gardener than any other mail order
company. All our products are tested to ensure
that they are of the highest quality and are sold
exclusively to the dedicated kitchen gardener
rather than the trade.

One of our latest developments has been the
introduction of tree fruit into our range, such as
apples, plums and pears - and even more recently
walnuts.

Wonderful Walnuts

The walnut has been with us for centuries and
its culture in Britain can even be traced back to
Roman times. The wood has been crafted into
some of the finest furniture the world has ever
seen and for this reason alone a mature tree can
have a timber value of several thousand pounds
- the most valuable wood, prized for veneers,
being found just below soil level. Modern strains
ol walnut are among the fastest of hardwood
trees to mature and can be harvested for timber
at around 50-60 years so to plant a tree
particularly for younger members of the family is
certainly an investment for the future.

Most of us though would not wish o plant a
tree with the though of chopping it down and
will be encouraged to think that our maturing
tree will be cropping delicious nuts in as little as
two years from planting. Walnuts, of course, are
delicious eaten dried in the traditional way but
they are also terrific eaten ‘wet’, straight from
the tree and to many, picked walnuts prepared
from the green fruit, is the finest way to eat them.
Now scientific investigations suggest that
consumption of walnuts can significantly reduce
cholesterol. Remember walnuts are magnificent
garden trees and will form fine specimens.

Gardening Without Digging
The Gardener’s Prayer Answered?

“Gardening Without Digging”

By Mr A Guest

Out of print for over 40 years, this interesting
booklet contains many useful gems of
information, I am surc that kitchen gardeners
everywhere will find it thought provoking -
especially those who prefer to grow organically.
Whilst the cultural methods mentioned in the
booklet are by no means the only way to grow, it
does offer a unique slant!

We are delighted to offer copies free to all
members of the Nottingham & District Allotments
Council. Please send name and address with
20p towards P&P to Marshalls.

THE THREE PONDS - NUTHALL

Tel: 01159383170 Fax: 01159382153

The Three Ponds has been recently redeveloped and extends
a warm welcome to customers old & new.
Open all day every day.

Food served MON - SAT 11.00 am - 9.00 pm.
Last orders (8.45 pm) Sunday 12.00 - 8§.00 pm.
Traditional Sundy lunch from 12.00 noon,
Alse main menu available.

Different cask beer monthly
Large, enclosed patio & play area.

Pub Busters quiz every sunday 9.00 pm
Music quiz every Tuesday 9.30 pm
Both with cash prizes.

Your Hosts Are Jim & Jayne



WOLLATON CANAL

February is the first month of the year when we can start off our
early vegetables under glass and actually sow some directly into
the earth. Early seed potatoes are now available as well as onion
sets, shallots and early peas. The sowing and planting then
escakates in the following months.

Sowing under glass enables cropping dates to be pulled forward
by anything from four to six weeks. The down side is that some
heat may be required on cold nights. If transplanting out early,
then cloches will be necessary to ensure the soil maintaines a
reasonable temperature as well as providing protection from late
frosts and high winds. The following crops could be attempted
under glass:- Broad beans, French beans, Brussel sprouts, Summer
cabbage, Cauliflower, Celery, Leeks, Lettuce, Early peas, Early
potatoes {if chitted) and of course, Tomatoes.

Depending on the soil and weather conditions, the following can
be sown out of doors. Early potatoes (if chitted), shallots, garlic
(which can also be sown in Autumn), and parsnips and onion sets
towards the end of the month.

The flower garden also needs to be considered. Under glass we
can start begonia, gloxinia tubers and start off dahlias. Cuttings
may also be taken from fuchsias, petunias and carnations. Don’t
forget to keep an eye on geraniums to prevent damping-off.

Anemones and gladioli corm can be planted out and the sweet pea
bed prepared. The golden rule to observe is that the soil conditions
and weather determine the optimum sowing and planting time, the
dates on the packaging are a general guide. The trick is not to sow
oo carly and get caught by inclement weather unless you have
protection, or sow too late and so reduce the crop growing season,
resulting in smaller produce.

The ladies in the team did extreamly well last year with some
excellent produce. Anne and Mary enhanced their vegetable plots
with some dwarf to half standard fruit trees with some very good
results. Jane and Geoff have opted for raised beds for ease of
maintenance and quality control. Unfortunately the fox thinks he
has a new play ground and does not always keep to the obvicus
paths.

Missing (two rows of Broad Beans)

We all know how Steve and Pat tried to smuggle a dead field
mouse from Old Park Farm to“Dug” Burton’s plot, hidden between
two drain pipes. Those of us in the know don’t see the point,
because as everyone knows, “Dug” has live field mice to spare.
Anyway, sone of them formed an escape committee and invaded
the next door plot. They left neat little holes along two Tows of
broad beans, leaving a trail of chewed up small green tender shoots.
Needless to say “Dug” is on half beer rations until he sorts out the
problem.

A follow on crop of beans has been sown initially in propagators
and will be hardened off for planting out when they arc ofa size to

LRI

no longer attract “Dug’s™ mates.

Bill Maher
Wollaton Canal Allot. Assoc.

e =
Arnold & Carlton
Veterinary Centre

- SMALL ANIMALS & EXOTICS

- FREE PUPPY & KITTEN CHECKS

- MICROCHIP IDENTIFICATION

- PREVENTATIVE MEDICINE
PACKAGES

MON - FRI 8.30am - 6.30pm
SAT9.00am -11.00am
By Appointment Only

24 HOUR EASY
EMERGENCY Kol «{elVi:3)
SERVICE PARKING

TELEPHONE

BVMS MRCVS BA

(01159403400 )

261-263 Westdale Lane,
Carlton, Nott'm

WANT TO BUY?
NEED TO SELL?

Contact: Mr. R. Knowles or Mrs. D. Dinsdale
for further information

MAKE THIS
ADVERTISING
SPACE WORK

FORYOU

Please ring
D. Dinsdale/S. Waterfall

YOU CAN ADVERTISE FROM AS
LITTLE AS £10 PER ISSUE
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Codnor Horticultural (Wholesale) Supplies Ltd
INCORPORATING GRO-WELL PEAT WORKS & DISTRIBUTION

Cherry Tree Cottage Farm

3 210 Peasehlll Rlpley, Derbys DES 3JQ POTS - CANES - BULBS

Telephone: Ripley (01773) 742847
Fax: Ripley (01773) 512120

Packers and distributors of cur own brand “Growell” products.
Peats - Composts - Fertilisers - Growbags - etc.

One of the Midlands leading suppliers of Compost, Fertilisers, Seeds, Canes,
Seed Potatoes and Garden Sundries to Allotment Associations etc.

OUR COMPOSTS ARE USED BY MANY SHOW WINNERS.

We manufacture and pack out own ‘GRO-WELL’ multipurpose and potting composts,
growbags, peat and fertilizers,

We support the Environmental Peat Producers, ‘Code of Conduct’.
Fast Rehiable Service to all areas in the East Midlands, Yotkshire, North Staffordshire
and parts of Greater Manchester. [f you are not within this area please ask for details.
Please quote your Society / Association name and mailing address;
also mention this advertisement when contacting:

Codnor Horticultural (Wholesale) Supplies Ltd.

STOCKISTS OF
FISONS - GEM FERTILISERS

SEEDS - GARDEN SUNDRIES

CATALOGUE AVAILABLE

THE COOK’S POTATO GUIDE (Part 2)

Your Soil and Climate

Soil: Potatoes like a rich, fertile soil. Whatever your soil type, dig
over if necessary and fork in plenty of weil-rooted organic matter-
manure, home-made compost or precomposted manure from a
garden centre.

Climate: The flavour and quality of potatoes also depends on
location. Some varieties grow best in the North or South, or suit
heavy or light soils better, or are grown for specific pest and
disease resistance.

SEED TUBERS:

Potatoes are grown from small *seed’ tubers, produced by
specialist growers to ensure they are free from disease. Organic
seed tubers are grown from certified organic stock, using organic
methods.

CHITTING:

Before pianting, seed tubers must be sprouted or “chitted’, to
help ensure good yields. Immature sprouts or ‘eyes’ are found
together atone end of the tuber known as the ‘rose end’. Arrange
the tubers side by side, rose end up, in and egg tray, and lcave
somewhere coo, light and frost free for four to six weeks, until
they form dark green sprouts about 2-2.5cm long, or until you're
ready to plant them out.

Vintage Horticultural & Garden Machinery Club

DAVID and BRENDA SMITH

Collectors & Exhibitors of Vintage Horticultural Machinery
22 Toll Bar Avenue, Bottesford, Nottingham, NG13 OBB
Tel: (01949) 842147

WHAT TO GROW?

*Earlies: The first new potatoes of the season, Mature fast -
around ten weeks - have the skins, do not store, and are eaten
socon after harvesting,

*Second Earlies: Ready from mid - to late July. Grown bigger
than earlies and mostly store well.

*Maincrop: Bred to store and keep through the winter months.
Biggest yields and largest potatoes: have thicker skins and are
harvested in autumn.

Planting: Potatoes are planted from early to late spring. They are
frost-tender plants, so be guided by the weather and protect the
young plants from frost if necessary. In the warmest areas you
can plant up to four weeks earlier: further north and east, wait and
plant at the fatest times, Ifslugs are a problem, harvestall maincrop
potatoes as early as possible, by the end of August.

Earlies: mid-March to end of May. Tubers 30cm apart, in rows
50-60cm apar.

Harvest: end of May to end of July.

Second Earlies and Maincrop: mid-March to end of April Tubers
35cm apart, inrows 75cm apart.

Harvest: Mid-July to end of Sept/early Oct.

How to plant: In planting in long rows, make a shallow trench,
about 15cm deep, place the tubers in the bottom, sprouted end
up, and cover with soil. Or make individual holes for each tuber.
As the plants grow, to prevent the developing potatoes trom
greening, earth up the soil around each plant to make a ridge or
mulch with grass clippings.

Thrumpton Hall Easter Craft
& Garden Show
Come Rain, Come Shine,
A Wonderful Day Out

Following two successful years thousand's
of people are once again expected to attend
Thrumpton Hall’s Annual Easter Craft &
Garden Show which 1s held on Sunday &
Monday, April 15th/16th.



BIRD PROBLEMS

Q What sort of damage do birds cause?

A When they are hungry in autumn and winter, birds
feed on the buds of fruits and ornamental trees and shrubs.
Larger birds perching on slim branches can break them.
Later. flowering, fruit and ornamental plants also have their
blooms eaten. Newly sown seeds are at risk from birds
eating them or from being uprooted as birds “bathe’ in the
dusty seedbeds.

Q Which birds cat flower buds?

A Bulifinches are the master criminals in this respect,
but hawfinches, chaffinches, greenfinches, sparrows and
tits are also culprits in some areas. Fruit trees, and
ornamental trees and bushes, may be stripped of their
dormant buds by birds in cold weather when other foods
are scarce. Lileky victims are cherries, crab apples, almonds,
lilacs, magnolias, rhododendrons and wisteria, as well as
fruit trees. Large buds, like those found on magnolias for
cxample, may be pecked rather than stripped off. The blooms
will often open but will be disfigured.

Ideally, grow fruit in a fruit cage which can be covered with
netting in winter before the damage starts. Later, it will
keep birds off the ripening fruit.

This can be costly and is not practical for large trees, Ifthis
is the case, visual scarers are the only alternative. To avoid
birds becoming used to them, they should be changed and
moved frequently.

Q Which birds strip shrubs of berries?

A Blackbirds and thrushes feast on autumn berries
and fruits, and are sometimes joined by jays and pigeons.
Cotoncaster, berberis, holly, pyracantha and sorbus are
stripped. Only netting will keep hungry birds off these berries.

Q Which ones strip flowers?

A Tits searching for sweet nectar will peck camellias,
sweet peas and rhododendrons. The most annoying damage
is done by sparrows which shred flowers of spring plants
such as sweet peas, violets, polyanthus and crocus. The
birds don’t scem to eat the flowers and the reason for the
attacks is unknown. Protect vulnerable plants with netting.
A dark coloured netting will be less intrusive but is more
hazardous to birds as they cannot see iL.

Q Which birds eat fruit and vegetables?

A Embryo fruits are grazed by bullfinches and ripe
fruit is attacked by tits, starlings. pigeons, collard doves,
blackbirds and thrushes.

Peas, beans and sweetcorn are attacked by jays.

Leafy vegetables are eaten by woodpigeons and collared
doves, especialy in winter when favoured foods like clover
arc unavailable. Infact, growing clover between your winter
brassicas may entice birds to eat these, rather than your
precious crop. The clover will often recover and can be
dug in later in the year.

A temporary covering of netting over low-growing plants
should do the job, but remember that pigeons, collared doves
and other large birds can do serious damage very quickly,
so act as soon as you sec damage being done.

Q Which birds raid seedbeds and peck young plants?
A Newly sown lawns and other seed beds are raided
by seed-eaters such as sparrows which can damage large
quantities of seed. Even indoor seeds in greenhouses are
not safe. Where the seeds have been neatly dug out, mice
are likely to have been the culprit. Sparrows are the main
seedbed bathers. Young seedlings are grazed by larks,
sparrows and pheasants. Low-growing plants and seedbeds
can be protected by covering with horticultural fleece. This
will keep off birds and boost the plants’ growth so they
grow out of the vulnerable stage more quickly.

Q Which birds feed in turf?

A Large birds in search of soil insects - ants, chafer
grubs, or leatherjackets for example - can tear up turf.
However, this is more likely to be the work of badgers or
spuirrels in search of, or burying, food. Blackbirds, crows,
rooks, starlings, green woodpeckers and magpies are the
birds usually responsible for damaging turf. If you reduce
the insect population of the turf you may reduce the damage
caused by birds.

Leatherjackets, a common insect pest of turf. can be forced
to the surface by watering the lawn with a dilute solution of
washing-up liquid and mild disinfectant. 1fonly a small area
is affected, you can soak the ground with water and cover
it with a sheet of black polythene. leatherjackets are grey-
brown, legless grubs, up to Sem.(2in) long. Either sweep
them off, or leave them for the birds. On a larger lawn,
treat the grass with Sybol Dust Soil Pest Killer in autumn or
spring. The biological control ‘BioSafe’ may be worth trying
when the soil is warm - April or May. Wireworm and chafer
grubs can be dealt with by using a soil insecticide.

; Which areas are most at risk?

A Bird damage is most likely near trees, bushes and
hedges. It is less likely in areas where there is little
vegetation. Pigeons are an exception. They will search out
greenstuffs anywhere during the winter, and are especially
numerous where oilseed rape is grown. Many birds are
very shy, so planting new, vulnerable trees near the house
may help protect them.

Q Can I control the birds in my garden?

A Birds are protected by law and so only people
specially trained and licensed are able to control them. Noisy
scarers are only suvitable if you live a good distance from
other people. These devices are very instrusive, and need
to go off, around dawn, when birds are actively feeding.
An exception is humming tape which make relatively little
sound. However, birds become used to all types of noise
deterrents and eventually ingore them. The traditional
remedy of theading black, or other cottons, over vulnerable
plants is not recommended these days as birds are easily
entangled. Coloured threads also spoil the appearance of
ornamental plants.

Q What can you do about them?

A Visual scarers like flapping reflective scarers, toy
cats, hawk replicas or scarecrows may work for a while,
but birds soon become accustomed to them. Netting
vulnerable plants works well if the plants are small enough.
No gaps should be left in the netting. Again, you should
check the netting at least twice a day in case a bird has
become entangled. Keeping the netting taut and using a
brightly coloured one will help reduce the risk of this
happening. Chicken netting is a more costy, but longer laster
solution. [t is also tangle-proof. Use a 2cm (1 in) net to
exclude small birds, and the cheaper 6.5¢m (2.5 in) net to
keep out pigeons and other larger birds.

Q Is there anything I can spray on to deter them?

A Vitax Stay Off and Arthur Bower’s Scoot claim to
deter birds.

Q How can [ encourage birds without getting damage?
A Encorage insect-eating birds such as robins and blue

tits by putting out food and putting up nesting boxes. In
return, they will help keep the pest insect population down
in your garden.

Q Will feeding them encourage damage?

A It seems that feeding birds may give them more
time and energy to do damage. However, most people feed
the birds, and hope for the best.



VET QUESTIONS

Q. I have Hedgehogs visit my garden regularly. What
do I give them to cat and drink? (S. Waterfall)

A, One could buy canned food from some of the local
pet shops which T have seen, but I would advice you let them
eat the garden pests such as slugs, snails, mice, beetles and
caterpillars. They will drink water so leave fresh water out
in a dish for them.

Q. How often does a dog need an injection against
Parvovirus? (P. McGrath)
A. Your dog should be vaccinated yearly against

Parvovirus, especially since we have seen cases in the
Nottingham area for the last 4 years.

Ben Berlyne BVM&S/MRCVS/BA

If you have any questions you want to ask the Vet, please
submit them along with your name and address to the
Publicity Officer or Secretary.

We have also been succesful in obtaining the services of Mr.
A Baxter who has agreed to run a Legal column and answer
your questions either in the column or if appropriate by letter
if you have any questions you would like to put to him please
send them along with your name and address to me:

Reg Knowles, Chairman.

COMPETITION

Following from a decision made at the A.G.M. by members
& committee it was agreed the time had come to think up a
Title or Name for our Newsletter. This is where you come
in, we are running a Competition where you the member can
think of a Name/Title for the Newsletter, this will then give
our Newsletter proper identification. Submit your ideas for
name/title with your name and address to the Publicity Officer
Steve Waterfall 29 Plungar Close, Beechdale Est. Nottingham
NGB 3FW entries to arrive no later than Monday 4th June.
The name most apt and liked by our judges will be the winner.
The winner will not only have his/her suggestion heading our
Newsletter they will also receive atub of Groworganic (value
£5) 30 get thinking .....

..... and get your ideas sent in.

Clifton Garden Holders Assoc.
Flower & Vegetlable Show

Saturday 25th. August 2001 at

High Bank Community Centre
Farnborough Road Clifton Nott'm.
Contact Mr. [{. Grant: 45 Manstey
Crescent, Clifton, Nott'm NG119DT
Tel: 01159215611

USELESS WORLD INFORMATION!

A bunch of bananas weighing 121 kg. (266.75 1b.) was grown by
Les and Ros Buglar of Tully, Queensland, Australia, in 1981.

A pumpkin weighing 513 kg. (1,131 1b.) was grown from Atlantic
Giant seed stock by Gerry Checkon of Altoona, Pennsylvania,
USA. It was weighed at the Pennsylvania Pumpkin Bowl on
October 2, 1999

A total of 17,693 pumpkin lanterns were lit on October 24, 1998, at
the Pumpkin Festival in Keene, New Hampshire, USA

John Evans of Palmer, Alaska, USA, grew a carrot weighing 8.6
kg. (18 Ib. 13 0z.). The carrot was measured and weighed at the
1998 Alaska State Fair

A loofah measuring 50.8 cm. x40.6 cm. x 12.7cm. (20in.x 16in.x 5
in.yon November 17, 1997, was grown by Hugh Leonard of Danwville,
USA,

A bean (commonly known as a “Yard Long Bean™) grown by
Harry Hurley, of North Carolina, USA, measured | m. 30 em. (4.3
ft.)on Seplember 13, 1997, at the North Carolina State Farmers'
Market.

A string of garlic measuring 52.1 m. (171 fi.) was made by ateam of
women from the village of Cornelld Del Terri, Spain, at the Second
Fair of Garlic, in Cornella, on October 12, 1997.

Hampton Court, London, UK, had 2 million visitors in 1996. [t was
started by Thomas Wolsey in the early 16th century. The garden
has the oldest yew hedge maze in England.

A total of 422 different potato varieties were displayed at the
Malvern Show, UK, on Seplember 25, 1998, The total exhibit of
3,500 potatoes, staged by Dave Chappel, Norman Hosking, Morrice
Innes, and Andy McQuecn, filled a 12.19-m. (40-f.) stand

An analysis of 38 fruits commonly eaten raw (as opposed to dried)
shows the avocado (Persea americana) has the highest calorific
value, with 163 kilocalories per edible 100 g. (741 keal./Ib.).

A tomato plant grown by Nutriculture Ltd, Mawdesley, Lancashire,
England, reached a height of 19.8 m. (65 ft.) on May 11,2000,

The largest garden is arguably that created by Andre Le Notre at
Versailles, France, in the late | 7th century, for Louis XIV. Created
in what had been a muddy swamp, it covers over 6,070 ha. (15,000
acres).

The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Surrey, England, had 1,000,015
paying visitors in 1996. Most of the plants on display are wild
species rather than garden varieties, with specimen trees dating
to the 18th century.

A fuchsia grown by Bernard Lavery of Llanharry, Rhonnda Cynon
Taff, Wales, in 1995, grew to a height of 4.2 m. (13 ft. 10 in.).

Tim Fuller, of Waterlooville, Hampshire, UK, grew a2.7 m (9 ft.)
sunflower which bloomed 64 heads, in September, 1999,

In 1986, Martien Heijms of Oirschot, Netherlands, grew a
sunflower with atotal height of 7.76 m, (25 ft. 5 in.).



THE NOTTINGHAM & DISTRICT
ALLOTMENT COUNCIL

The representative body for affiliated Allotment Gardeners and associations in England & Wales

2001/2002 MEETING DATES
Meetings of the Council will be held at 7.30 p.m. on the following dates at the
White Horse Public House Ilkeston Road Nottingham

GENERAL MEETINGS COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday 1st May 2001 Tuesday 3rd April 2001
Tuesday 3rd July 2001 Tuesday 5th June 2001
Tuesday 4th September 2001 Tuesday 7th August 2001
Tuesday 6th November 2001 Tuesday 4th December 2001
Tuesday 8th January 2002 Tuesday 5th February 2002

Tuesday 5th March 2002 A.G.M.

If you have any problems or items of interest which you would like to tel the members, please instruct your delegates to
raise it at the meeting.

DAVE KIRK

LITHO & LETTER PRESS PRINTERS

FOR ALL YOUR COMMERCIAL AND PERSONAL PRINTING

TEL: 01773 607361
james@swanwick(.fsnet.co.uk

AFFILIATED MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

To The Nottingham and District Allotments Council
7 Mattingly Road, Hempshill Vale, Nottingham NG6 7BD.

We the undersigned, hereby apply to be an affiliated member of NDAC

Name of Society

Name and Address of Secretary

The affiliated membership fee being £1 per member

We enclose cheque for £ Number of members Made payable to NDAC
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RussellScanlan

insurance Brokers to
The Nottingham and District Allotments Council

For all your Insurance needs

Russell Scanlan Ltd
Wellington House, 15 Wellington Circus, Nottingham NG1 5AJ
Tel: 0115 9470032 Fax: 0115 9483370
http://www.rsib.co.uk

ENCOURAGE OUR FRIENDS THE EARTHWORM

Earthworms are indispensable in the garden because they
aerate the soil, pull down and digest decomposing organic
matter and create humus. Encourage them to take up
residence in your garden by keeping the soil moist, mulched
and manured.

FERTILILY CHECK

Dig a spadeful of soil and count the number of earthworms
itcontains, Six or more indicate a fertile soil in which most
plants should thrive. If there are only a few, dig plenty of
organic matter into the soil to improve its fertility.

PREVENT SCAB

Enlist the help of worms to keep fruit trees free from scab,
a fungus discase that causes black or brown blotches on
leaves and fruit of apples and pears. The fungus grows on
dead leaves and releases its spores round about christmas
time. Run a mower over leaves in autumn to chop them up
small. Worms can then easily pull them underground before
scab spores have a chance to infect healty trees.

DRESSING FOR LAWNS

Leave wormcats to dry on lawns, then use a long cane to
brush them over the grass. They make a nutritious top
dressing. neverapply a lawn dressing which contains worm
killer. The benefit of worms in the lawn far outweighs the
inconvenience of a few wormcasts. [fthe problem is severe,
apply sulphate of ammonia to the lawn to increase the acidity
of'the soil, cast-forming worms prefer alkaline soils.

FOREIGE PERIL

Everyone recognises the value of earthworms in the garden,
but flatworms are foes rather than friends. In fact, while
earthworms are invaluable in improving the soil, flatworms
actually feed on earthworms. Flatworms arrived in this
country from New Zealand. Thay are easy to identify.

While all types of earthworms have the familiar round profile,
flatworms are as the name noticeably flat. They grow up to
18cm (77) long, are dark in colour and have a pale stripe
running down each side of there body. They are also rather
sticky. Though birds evour earthworms by the million, they
shun flatworms. Not only are the creatures sticky and
unpalatable, they also tend to emerge at night, when most
birds are roosting. There are no chemical controls agains
flatworms, but you can sometimes trap them by laying down
an old carrier bag or polythene sheet in a cool sheltered
spot weighing down the corners. Check under every day
and if flatworms are in your garden you may well find them
underneath. A stamp of the boot usually kills them but make
sure the head is crushed. Alternatively, drop them into a
bowl of salty water. Flatworms are slowly spreading
throughout the UK but you are much more likely to find
them in your garden if you live in damp areas such as
Scotland, Ireland, Wales and western parts of England, rather
than the more drier south and east.

Did you know that ---

Earthworms are the mainstay of numerous creatures,
including badgers, beetles, birds, centipedes, hedgehogs,
moles and slugs.

Up to 8 million earthworms may live in a hectare of grassland,
even more in deciduous woodland.,

Worms can live up to 10 years,

There arc some 25 species of British earthworms, of which
Lumbricus terrestris, the most comon earthworm is most
often seen. It measures between 9 and 23cm (37-97) in
length.

Worms are sensitive to vibration, which they associate with
rainfall.

Drumming on the soil will bring them to the surface in search
of moisture.

Charles Darwin estimated that the worms in a single acre
will, between them, shift 8 - 18 tons of soil a year.
Micochaetus microchaetus, the world’s largest species of
earthworm, is found in South Africa. It can grow 7 meters
(231t) long.

Yours Sincerely

11 B. Troot.



Groworganic

15 Kg (40Ltr) Bag £3.30 + vat delivered

100% ORGANIC FERTILISER
PRODUCED FOR OVER 25 YEARS,
COMPOSTED, MILLED
AND OVEN HEATED AT OVER 200°C
TO PRODUCE A SAFE AND
ECONCMICAL PRODUCT.

ONE BAG WILL TREAT UP TO 250
SQUARE YARDS.

* EASY TO SPREAD* ODOURLESS
* CONCENTRATED *

One or two handfuls per sq. metre for
vegetables, soft fruits, flowers.

A dissolved handful in one galion of water
for an excellent liquid feed

Scatter a handful on each iayer of garden
waste to enrich the compost

Ideal for lawn feed at a handful
per sq. metre.

Send orders to:

Please send me - 1

160 Bags of Groworganic @ £3.30 plus vat per bag Jdi
ORGANICO LIMITED |!30 Bags of Groworganic @ £3.50 plus vat per bag |
DEPT 4, HAYES ROAD | 120/ 40/ 60 8Kg tubs pellets @ £3.50 plus vat per tub E
COMPTON DUNDON | :20/ 40/ 60 A0Kg bags pellets @ £3.95 plus vat per bag
NR. SOMERTON 520/40 25Kg bags of pellets @ £9.26 plus vat per bag _] |
SOMEHS ET : (tick appropriate box} !
TA11 6PF E [ F= 11 1= S O OB TS i

DALAIESS o !
TEL: 01458 272202 E ........................................................................................................... E
Fax: 01458 273337 ' Post Code......ccooervcccnces Telephone Number ..........ccevvevvrrnnne. :

NO CHEQUES REQUIRED - Delivery and payment arranged through our wholesaler




