PRICE 50p

From Chairman

As the year comes to a close I hope you all have
had a successtul growing season, and if not better
luck next year.

The organisation has continued to grow, gaining
members across the country, as more people learn
aboul the benctits of belonging to us.

On the subject of benefits I am pleased to inform
you that we have been able (o hold the Insurance
Premiums again this year, (which in cffect is a
reduction) cxcept for Public Liability but that is
because it now has the addition of Legal Expenses
Cover.

Our members will also be able to have %4 hour
consultation with a leading firm of solicitors frec
of charge.

We have maintained the great seed schemes as Jast
year, if you did not take advantage last year take a
look and you will be amazed at the savings you
can make.

{f there 1s anything you feel we should have that
we do not at present, then please feel free to let me
know and we will see if it can be achicved.

[ look forward to meeting as many of you as
possible at the AGM which will be held on the
18" March 2006 at Touchbase The Phoenix Centre
Nottingham at 1.00pm.

[ wish you all a prosperous New Year.

Reg Knowles
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Clifton Miracle

A big hello to all fellow Allotment garden-
ers...

My name is Gary and | have recently taken
on & new plot on the Summerwood Lane site
at Clifton. Having spinal problems I thought
I would write my thanks to the many that have
helped.

The plot had not been touched for a couplc of
years and was in need of a lot of work. My
daughter Heather (12) started to scab off
whilst I picked up the grass and weed and a
good friend Alan began to dig. Ifall T getis a
row of veg this year T will be happy. To my
surprise a neighbour popped round with a tray
of Prime cabbage of which I put a nct frame
together and now they arc growing nicely.
Another ncighbour then offered the use of a
rotovator to help me along. | now have half a
plot with a variety of veg from runner beans,
sweet corn, onions etc. All through the help
of many at our site. So now [ am getting ready
for a big operation I now have neighbours -
no [riends - that will look after my plot whilst
['m away. I never thought this kindness still
existed so [ can only say a big thank you to all
that have helped and encouraged.

I'rom Gary Frost plot 20 Summerwood Lane
Clifton Nottingham
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Back in May our six-year-old son came out of his
classroom carrying a couple of sunflower seedlings,
each about two inches high, set in plastic cups. We
decided to pot them on in our polytunnel to see if
we could make anything of them, and planted many
more sunflower secds to go with them from a packet
of seeds designed for children.

Unfortunately all these sceds. plus many pea and
nasturtium sceds, were dug up ~nd eaten, probably
by a rodent, because we'd set the trays on the ground
rather than up on staging. It’s a mistakc we won't
make again. Callum may not always get involved
as much as our four-ycar-old son George., sometimes
prcferring to sit in the car listening 1o a tape, but
when it came to watering his sunflowers Callum was
always happy to carry the can, and when the two
original plants were potted on & couple more times
and became big enough to put outside I decided to
dig two holes [or them at the end of our lawn arca so
that they would stand there almost as goalposts.
The holes were filled with manurc, the plants were
staked as I'd had experience of the wind battering
our sweelcorn in previous years, and over the fol-
lowing weeks they were watered with liquid feed.

I teased the boys that neither plant could grow
taller than their dad; that just wasn’t possible.
They kept insisting that it was possible as the taller
one grew taller than George, then taller than
Callum and then soon approached and passed
mum’s height. 'd forgotten, till he reminded mc,
that Callum had scen a picture of the world-
record-breaking sunflower towcring over its
owner but still insisted. against science, that the
taller one would never get past me.

Finally we knew that the plants were about to open
because the heads started to swell and they started
to strain their necks toward the sun, shoriest plant
[irst. We were hoping to take a picturc that Callum
would be able to take into school but it was just a
couple of days after the boys broke up for the
summer holidays that the flowers openced up to
reveal a large, central, brown disc surrouned by
many small, bright vellow petals.

S0 OK T admit it - [ have to stand on tiptoe 1o be
as tall as one of the suntlowers; never mind that,
anyone for a game of footy?

Peter Rich

.j.t.;‘;'{l, 1
ipagitialigss '*%‘!‘W’
TIIE OL.D POST OFFICE
COMMONDALE, WHITBY
NORTH YORKSHIRE: YO21 2HG
TEA SHOP
GRLEAL'FOOD
GALLERY 2

MUSIC & GIFTS

Relax and unwind in the beautiful
North Yorkshire Moors National Park

Tel: 01287 660060

TASTY KETCHUP

Fresh/Bottled Tomato Sauce

To remove the skin cut a shallow cross in the bottom
(flower) end of the tomatoes. bring a saucepan of
watcr to the boil and remove [rom the heat. Put some
ot the tomatoes into the water and leave for approx
30-60 scconds. Remove them with a slotted spoon.
Repeat this with the remaining tomatoes. The skins
should now separate from the tomatoes quite easily
Chop the tomatoes roughly.

Place in a large saucepan and simmer until thickened.
and thats it!!

When using fresh use in replacement of tinned toms
When bottling, make sure you use sterile (boiled) jars

Claire Brennan

THE COMMITTEE WILL NOT PUBLISH LETTERS OR REPORTS OF AN INFLAMMATORY NATURE THAT MAY

CAUSE ANY OFFENCE TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE NOTTINGHAM & DISTRICT ALLOTMENTS COUNCIL

LS ]



Judging of the Allotments 05

This year was especially difficult for allotment holders, the beginning of the year the weather conditions fluctuated
greatly. The weather became very mild and then a very cold period with late frosts, which knocked back and ruined
a lot of carly crops. During the summer months the weather has been very hot and humid causing a lot mildew
problems and creating ideal conditions for the weeds to grow faster than your plants. In addition to this, battling
with an army of slugs and snails, it is a wonder any plots got to the high standard of many around our Borough.

Judging started on the 4th July and took nearly three weeks, there were 22 allotments that stood out and were
ludged to be of a Very High Standard. These plots were as usual very difficult to judge. Frank Aston from G MR
had the unenviable job of deciding whese plot was going to be the overall Best Plot in the Borough and runner up
i3est Plotin the Borough. 22 allotment tenants were awarded Highly Commended certificates and over 90 tenants
received letters commending them on their efforts.

Ihe Best Site in the Borough. The Grove Allotments, The n“ee“’s Hean

Urmston. Runner up Best Plot, Grove Lang, Timperfey. Mr.

Charles Green from The Grove Aliotments. Urmston won Watnall, Nottingham

the Best Plot in the Borough . Mr. Alan Clowes from Walton

Road Allotments, Sale won Runner up Best Plot in the Sitiated in D.H. Lawrence country and

Borough. close to the M1. A traditional pub offering
i a friendiy welcome, open fire, yood beer

It1s a credit to the tenants whose plots were judged in any of and great food. Special Christmas menu

the above categories. 1t is really hard work trving to keep available through December, please

weeds at bay and allotments looking neat and tidy. It is centact us for details

espectally rewardmg for the site representatives from these -

siles. they pive up a lot of time and energy to keep their sites . Fﬂll(_] Is Served .

runnime smoothly. " Klon-Fri 12.00 tili 2.00 2 6.00 1ili 8.00
= ) Saturday 12.00 ull 4.00

On September the 7th we held our annual Gardeners’ Fyening Sunday 12.00 1l 3.00

at (r H Carnall Centre, Davyhume. Certificates and Trophices

were given 1o prize winners. Guest Speaker Julie White pave The Pub is Open

a talk on “Herbs. I_.(leg_ends and Modern Day Tcrmnmlogy” Mon-Sat KooR till 11.00

the evemng ended with our ever popular Gardeners Question

Time. Sun Noon till 10.30

[t anybody 1s interested in renting an allotment. please contact Tel: 01159389395

lunet Long 912 5410

Best site n the Borough Best Plot in the Borough




Judging of the Allotments 05 cont...

Manchester Harvest - National Allotment Week 9th - 13th August

Manchester Harvest - *A Home-grown Festival® in St Anne’s Square Manchester

The event was organised by AMAS and linked up with
a number of other Allotment Groups and Authorities
to grow vegetables for the mock allotment that was
built in St Anne’s Square. The allotment was made up
of raised beds with greenhouses and a shed. A widc
range of vegetables, flowers and herbs were grown in
pots and gave the public the opportunity to sec how
casy 1l 15 to grow even a small range of vegetables in
small or large spaces.

Tratford grew a range of salad plants for their section
of raised beds. Whilst other groups grew herbs,
vegetables, companion planting, tomatoes in pots or
in the greenhouses. The plot looked bright and cheerful
and attracted a lot of visitors. The event proved a huge
success with guest speakers giving talks on a range of
subjects, plant stalls and a number of different displays.

i

Bulwell 4,f i

I Need a meeting in Nottingham?
S Look no further than Touchbase Nottingham.

3 We have purpose built meeting rooms to cater from 2 to 60
] delegates and offer fantastic service and value for money.

Beeleater

Church Call us now on 0870 1977 388 to make your booking

.LEM;

Pais Noittmgham N
P Eztouchbase
2 . meetings

Broxtowe ¥ f‘



ALLOTMENT COMPETITIONS 2005

lowards the end of June and July, allotments are at their very best, (or should be), all the veg has been
planted and is looking good, every spare inch of ground is being used to grow something that will be a joy
to eat or admire. It is with these thoughts in mind that makes it a pleasure to be asked to judge allotments.
To have the opportunity to look at other people's allotments, and where possible pick up a few ideas
yourself to try at some time in the future is very rewarding. The only drawback to this is that you are there
to award them points for their efforts, even down to their composting facilities. The allotments first that
we judged was in West Bridgford, Nottingham. On the last Sunday morning in June Reg Knowles, Geoff
Wheatley and [ were taken to five different sites to decide who deserved the trophies and cash prizes on
ofter. [t was whilst we were walking around one of the sites that we saw a miniature biome, a kind of Eden
project on an allotment. It is evident that the sites are well managed and all that entered were of a very
high standard. 1t is good to see that as soon as one crop is being harvested another one is waiting to be
planted to fill the ground I am thinking of early potatoes being tried and winter veg growing ready to be
planted. The strawberries always look very tempting and it has not gone unnoticed that one of the judges
has been seen lifting the protective nctting to taste one of the succulent fruits.

I'he following Saturday. Reg and T, with the help of Satellite Navigation went to New Springs Allotments
al Aspel in Wigan. A lovely site this is. The plots are not large but the local gardening conditions in some
parts make it a very daunting pastime. Scveral plots are very steep and terracing is something that has had
to be done to be able to grow anything. About 40% of another plot is in the shade of a large tree so the plot
holders have to be prepared to cope with poor local conditions, but having said that the gardens are all

occupied and well cultivated. The competition is good

natured and intense and the majority of the plots are 4 K \
competing. The day was very hot and our ¢nergy was ’(
tlagging in the afternoon when it came to judging the Arnold & Carlton

last few plots, but thankfully a cup of tea was waiting
for us when we had finished. The scores were added

Veterinary Centre Ltd.

up and we can only hope that those who had won and . SMALL ANIMALS & EXOTICS

even those who hadn't agreed with the result. - FREE PUPPY & KITTEN CHECKS
- MICROCHIP IDENTIFICATION

Nottingham City. This vear there were nine sites that - PREVENTATIVE MEDICINE

entered the site competition. These were judged over PACKAGES

two days. 1 went along with John Stirland (o do the

honours. Four sites were looked at on the [irst day MON - FRI 8.30am - 6.00pm

and the remaining five on the second. The numbers SAT 9.00_am - 11.00am

of avenues that arc walked on the judging are many By Appointment Only

and varied and you can see that a tremendous amount 24 HOUR - EASY
of work has been done to bring them up to scratch. EMERGENCY  Je]} COURT
t-ach site has its own story but vandalism seems to be SERVICE ' PARKING

something that everyone has to contend with nowa-
days. If (and it 1s a big IF) only someone could find TEEHONE _
an answer it would be a big relief to all plot holders @ c
up and down the country. And so here we all are again _ ‘ BERLYNE
looking forward to next year to see if we can improve BVMS MRCVS BA
on our cttorts this year. )

0115940 3400 )

261-263 Westdale Lane,
6 N Carlton, Nott’mm__ /

HORACE GRANT




Tel: 0115 9470032
e-mail: enq@rsib.co.uk

" RussellScanlan

Insurance Brokers to
The Nottingham and District Allotments Council

For all your insurance needs
Russell Scanlan Ltd
Wellington House, 15 Wellington Circus, Nottingham NG1 5A)

Fax: 0115 9483370
Website: www.rsib.co.uk

Russell Scanlan Ltd Is a member of The General Insurance Standards Agency

Little Greenfingers

As a follow on to the preceding article about growing
sunflowers. [ would like to tell you about the extremely
precise work that four year George and six year old
Callum did when they planted individual Cornflower,
Clarkia and Marigold secds into small plant pots, this
they did under Mum and Dad’s guidance which they
gave alongside taking carc of baby Dominic who is
only ten months old now. We wish we had another
forty or so young parents on our allotments who would
teach their children how to grow things and lct them
cnjoy the miracles of nature and appreciate how boun-
tiful it is. This wishful thinking of ours is just an asidc
1o what happened to these painstakingly planted Corn-
flower, Clarkia and Marigold. When these (lowers
bcgan to grow in their individual pots, Mum made a
present of them to another plotholder Daphne (who is
mentioncd in the article about SMLLCA Show). How-
ever, since Daphne grows lots and lots of fruit, flow-
ers and vegetables she was trying to find room on her
allotments to plant the flowers which the boys had
grown, so they were firstly sitting in their pots in the
greenhouse growing very leggy until they had to be
moved out to make room for tomato, cucumber, pep-
per plants etc.

Then because everything on the alltoment was
growing and spreading these poor Cornflower,
Clarkia and Marigold were still sitting in their
pots becoming cven more leggy, although they
did manage to receive a drink of water cvery
so often. Then one day in desperation in or-
der not to let the poor things dic Daphne ar-
ranged for them to be planted in very large
pots but in clumps and so they ail had to be
removed from their individual pots and put
into a much bigger pot in fresh compost and
becausc they were so leggy they were given a
haircut and trimmed back and put in a bright
place and given enough to drink then lo and
behold! They appeared to be very gratelul to
be given another shot at life and they bushed
out and produced many beautiful pink, blue.
white and yellow flowers for the best part of
the summer showing their full glory. We were
so pleased that all the boys hard work had
come to fruition. Thank you and well done
George and Callum.

Ann Mallanaphy



Doodle Area

[ 3 4 (Answers on Page 15)
5 &
1 10 I
I
I8

ACross. Down.
5 Railway signal men might take offence 1 You could be green with this (4)

if called fat this. (11) 2 InArabic. this type of war is called a
7 & 16 Politician not to be seen working Jihad (7)

on a roof (4-7) 3 Ifyouareon--—--- nine, you are said to
8 Salors in Nelson's Navy ate limes to be very happy (5)

prevent them becoming this (8) 4 Some kind of wonder pea (8)
9 see 14 across 5 Aflock of these small birds is called a
11 Prepares for publication (5) charm (11)
13 Hear it as somcthing that you want (5) 6 Romeo and Julict were these (11)
14 Not the kind of cover wanted on the 10 Capable of being put up (8)

flower bed {7-2-5) 12 You might think some of this is needed
16 See 7 across in the clues to help you solve them (7)
17 West African native name lor 15 Sloping channcl or slide (5)

Abelmoschus Fsculenthus (Lady’s 17 Double reeded woodwind instrument (4)

Fingers) (4)
I8 In letter writing Dear Sir - Madam -

Mr - Mrs or Ms are this (11)

Make This Space Work For You

To Advertise Here Please Contact:

Mr. R. B. Knowles
(0115) 927 68 60




One number to call -
Legal Advice Helpline

Nelsons 1s one of the largest, strongest law firms in the  [f you have any legal issues in relation to your allot-
East Midlands with offices in Nottingham, Derby and  ment that vou would like to discuss, please contact

Leicester. We have 42 partners, over 310 staffand are listed ~ Reg Knowles in the first instance on:
as one of the East Midlands’ regional heavyweights in the
2003 edition of the Legal 500 —the clients guide to the le- O 1 1 5 927 6 860
gal profession.

or alternatively, you can email your enguiry to:
We provide a full range of legal services to businesses and rknowles(@ndac.freeserve.co.uk
individuals and are now providing a legal advice helpline
to members of The Allotments & Gardens Council (UK).

Sterne House Provincial [louse Pennine House

Lodge Lanc 37 New walk 8 Stanford Streel
I Ie SOI l S Derby I.eicester Nottingham
DFI 3WD LEI 6TU NGI 730
www.nelsonslaw.couk
Ants

Being new to allotment gardening | wonder if | mightask  So 1. Will they do any damage to my crops?

a question to which someone reading the magazine may 2. If they arc considered a pest what course of
help with their answer? action should I take?

In my garden I am finding that there are a lot of red ants Any help would be appreciated on this maiter,
and [ do mean a lot all over my garden. When [ weed they

are crawling all over my hands and nipping. G. I'rost

INCORPORATING GRO-WELL PEAT WORKS & DISTRIBUTION

Cherry Tree COttage Farm ﬁ’llé%tllll\.:ilggs;iﬁ\)/llvlTLRl‘ll ISERS
210 Peasehill, Ripley, Derbys DES3JQ  pors. cANES - BULES

Telephone: Ripley (01773) 742847 SLEDS - GARDEN SUNDRIES
Fax: Ripley (01773) 512120 CATALOGUE AVAILABLE

Packers and distributors of our own brand "Growell" products.
Peats - Composts - Fertilisers - Growbags - etc.

One of the Midlands leading suppliers of Compost, Fertilisers, Seeds, Canes.
Seed Potatees and Garden Sundries 1o Allotment Associations ete.

Wi ijw-;-zf(.w.a;l s Ave Used W iy ‘MZ{HW/ Shawe Winners.
We manufacture and pack our own *GRO-WELL' multipurpose and potting composts,
growbags, peat and fertilisers.
We support the Environmental Peat Producers, ‘Code of Conduct’.

Fast Reliable Scrvice (o all areas in the East Midlands, Yorkshire, North Staffordshire
and parts of Greater Manchester. If you are not within this avea pleasc ask for details.

Please quote your Society / Association name and mailing address:

also mention this advertisement when contacting:
Codnar Waorticuliuval (Wholesale ) Supplies Lid.




Life On The Allotment

Last ycar we were so busy with family life that
we were forced to put our plot on hold for the
first year in five. The result of this was that
the ground had become so overgrown with
weeds that 1t was always going to be a tough
Job to resurrect the garden to its former glory.

One whole side of our plot has been covered
for months now by a 3x15m, thick, hlack, poly-
thene sheet to beat back the weeds (we bought
this from the builders” section of B&(Q) beeause
it was much cheaper than anything in the gar-
dening section), but one result of this is that it
seems to have provided a convenient cover
tor ants and mice to build nests - forking over
the ground. with the baby mice cspecially in
the way. was nof a pleasant experience.

One major success we did have this year, while
the outdoors was going wild. was with our sec-
ond-hand 2x5m polyvtunnel. It has been

crected at the far end of the plot on an area of

ground that we were able to reclaim from the
previous tenants” dumping area (a bath, kettle
and dead chicken in a plastic bag were the most
memorable things I dug out). Because of the
lack of care this ground had had. the soil was
n a terrible condition and so in previous vears
weve only grown things in pots and bags in
the tunnel.

This year we were determined to plant directly in the
ground so at the beginning of the season we introduced
all our compost, a load of leaf mould and some left-over
manure, and spent some worthwhile time getting the
doors to operate properly in preparation for a busy sea-
s01.

Once all our seedlings had been potted on and the stag-
ing could be dispensed with we filled the whole tunnel
with tomatoes other than 3 cucumber plants. Claire
thought that cucumbers were worth trying as our 4-year-
old, George, eats loads, but 1 don’t think either of us
really expected much from them. It has turned out. how-
cever, that with some of the usual carc of weeding, water-
ing and training we have had an excess of cucumbers
and they just keep coming - we found it’s worth wrap-
ping them in cling film to keep them from losing mois-
ture and growing tloppy.

The tomatoes we planted are cherry, normal and Italian
San Marzano plum, which are recommended for sauces
because they contain less water and seeds than other to-
malo varieties. And the bonus is that our boys have been
impressed with the result of Claire skinning, boiling and
bottling these toms late at night whencver they get a nice
platc of spaghetti Bolognese set in front of them at din-
ner time.

And now the season is almost over it’ll be time Lo get
back out and into the jungle for some slash and burn.
Here goes...

Peter Rich

INDIVIDUAL/LIFE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

. To The Allotments And Gardens Council (LK)

7 Mattingly Road, Hempshill Vale, Nottingham NG6& 7BD

(Capitals Please) |

. the undersigned, hereby apply for INDIVIDUAL/LIFE membership of NDAC.

Signed

Date

Address

%ﬁ%ﬁé | enclose my remittance for.
[ £10.00 for 1 YEAR MEMBERSHIP [] £100.00 for LIFE MEMBERSHIP Please tick as applicable




A Summery of the advice and services available to members of the:

ALLOTMENTS AND GARDENS COUNCIL (U.K.)

* RENTS - LEASES * TENANCY AGREEMENTS
* SELF MANAGEMENT SCHEMES
Workung together * LANDLORD PROBLEMS

for a better fulure

* WATER SUPPLY - WATER USE - WATER CHARGES

* SITE FACILITIES « LAYOUT OF SITES
* FENCES AND BOUNDARIES

* DUTY TO PROVIDE ALLOTMENTS
* PREVENTION OF CLOSURE/SALE OF ALLOTMENTS

* INSURANCES
* ALLOTMENT WATCH - TRESPASS - DAMAGE NOTICES
* COMPENSATION

* BONFIRES AND ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
* GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
* PUBLIC ENQUIRIES

¢ SEED SCHEME « STORE HUT TRADING
* PRINTING - SHOW SCHEDULES, ETC

For further information, you should wiite or telephone:-
REG KNOWLES - (0115) 9276860
/7 Mattingly Road, Hempshill Vale, Nottingham, NGé 7BD

The Allotments & Gardens Counal (UK. ) is the frading name of The Nottingham & Distict Allotrments Counail,

P

AFFILIATED MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

To The Allotments And Gardens Council (UK.
7 Mattingly Road, Hempshill Vale, Nottingham NG6 7BD
We the undersigned, hereby apply to be an affiliated member of A.G.C. (U.K.)

Name of Society

Name and Address of Secretary

The affiiated membership fee being £1 per member (minimum £12)
We enclase cheque for € Number of mermbers Made payable to AG.C.(UK)

T
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The Shows so far

So far this year we have been to five shows at which
we have been setting up stands in order for us to pro-
mote the Allotments Gardens Council (or as we all
know it AGCUK). We have also been promoting the
joys of allotment gardening in general.

The fitst promotion that we did this year was at Zoe's
Place at their Summer Fair. Zoc's Placc is a children’s
hospice and 1s run on a charitable basis depending upon
fund raising and donations. Their Summer Fair is a
wonderlul family day out, since there are many inter-
esting and highly enjoyable things to do and sec in-
cluding a mimature fairground, live music. karaoke,
disco. dance troupes displays, lots of stuff to buy in-
cluding hand made cards and jewellery and new cloth-
ing. which had been donated by Matalan and which
was sold very reasonably such as a school shirt for
A0p ete. with all proceeds going to Zoe’s Place.

For our parl, we set up a competition whereby we had
a locked miniature atlotment gate and the challenge
was to open the allotment gate and win the £5.00 note
which could be seen behind the locked gate, we had a
bag of 120 keys (including the opening key) for peo-
ple to pick from. To our surprisc and to the winners’
delight the £5.00 was won four times but we still man-
aged to donate £15.00 to Zoc¢’s Place in addition to
the £10.00 booking fee. It was a good way of getling
people to tatk about allotments and AGCUK. Every-
one had a really lovely day and the weather was per-
fect as well.

We were also lucky with the weather when we went
to the Knowsley Show. this is another marvellous fam-
ily day out which is held in Court Hey Park, an excel-
lent venue and Knowsley Council ensure that is su-
perbly presented, operated and advertised, they even
supply a programme of events and a map showing how
to get there. This show incorporates everything in-
cluding Horticultural Displays, Arena Entertainment,
Falconry. Circus Skills, Plant Socicty Marquee and
Cratt Dhisplays, Children’s IF'un and Inlozone Mar-
quees, Composting & Recycling Roadshow, the Al-
fotment Competition plus lots lots more! The re-
nowned Wildflower Centre is incorporaled within the
Show Ground and this alone is well worth a visit. The
produce and flower show display was extremely im-
pressive as was the presentation of prizes to the allot-
ment competition winners. The Right Worshipful
Mayor Councillor James Keight graced the show with
his presence and gave out the prizes.

We set up our stand on which we were promoting
AGCUK and allotments and to add interest and to get
people to talk to us we set up a Tombola, we bought lots
and lots of garden rclated items as prizes and we did
pick a straw. we rolled up a single draw ticket and put it
inside a piece of plastic straw which we embedded into
a basketful of sand. The excitement on the faces of
people, especially the children when they were trying
to get the ticket out of the straw was something (o be-
hold and then when they found that they have won some-
thing, be it a packet of seed or a ball of string it was
astounding you would have thought that they had won
a Rolls Royce. By doing this. it made lots of people
stop and talk 10 us about allotments and that was the
plan behind our promotion.

The next show which we attended was in Preston, the
weather was not so good during the morning, raining
and cool but it did not matter so much (o us because we
were in one of the marquees but there were a couple of
stands outside, one of which was a car boot sale, | felt
sorry for the two ladies out in the rain, [ wanted them to
come into our marquee but they persevered outside.
Amongst their bric-a-brac they had some tarragon plants
for sale which looked nice and healthy, so I bought a
couple. Inside our marquee, there were two herbalists
advertising their services so when I showed them my
tarragon plants they went out and purchased the remain-
der, eventually the rain stopped so the outsiders were
all right then. There were some very interesting stands
outside including a thatcher, stone mason, and a cooper
providing a great deal 1o see and learn. The Allotment
Societies in Preston had a huge marquee in which they
had set up about a dozen produce display stands and
they were spectacular, the ingenuity of the displays was
astounding and it must have been difficult to pick the
winning one. The Right Worshiplul Mayor Councillor
Bhikhu Pate] graced the show with his presence and
presented the prizes. In ali this was a very good Show
and we spoke to lots of interested and interesting peo-
ple, gave out lots of booklcts and leallets and copies of
AGCUK's magazines.

The Preston City Council as do Knowsley Council con-
tribule a great deal of time and effort and dedication to
promoting and maintaining their allotments and recog-
nize them as a valuable asset and a very important part
of the green lung and also recognize the part that allot-
ments play in the overall well being of their citizens
and both Councils are to be highly commended for their
forward looking approach in protecting the environment.



The next show which we attended was the
St. Michael’s and Lark Lane Community
Show (SMILLCA) for which we did not nced
to worry about the weather since the venue
is indoors. This show held its 25th anniver-
sary last year and incorporates the Liverpool
and District Allotment Council’s Produce
Display Competition and the presentation of
prizes for the Inter City Allotment competi-
tion which is sponsored by Liverpool City
Council and for which the deputy Lord
Mayor Councillor Joan Lang kindly graced
the show and presented the prizes. This
show 1s also a very good Show due to the
hard work that SMLLCA put in and also the
Liverpool and Disirict Allotment Council
plus the extremely hard work, intense pas-
sion and enthusiasm of the exhibitors.

Daphne, one of our members (who is also
mentioned clsewhere in this magazine in the
article about Little Greenfingers) won lots
of first prizes including some for Top Trays,
Top Vases etc. However, unfortunately she
missed the award for most points in the show
by only one point, this being won by one of
our ex-tenants who moved to another allot-
ment ficld because of family commitments,
The reason that Daphne did not obtain an
exira couple of points is that she and her
partner placed so many exhibits for them-
sclves and others who could not attend and
there was some confusion about whose
name a heavier truss of tomatoes should
have been entered under, after the judging,
we realized that it should have been entered
in Daphne’s name and she would have won
most points in the show, but she was more
than pleased with all the prizes she had won.
because she has to find the room at home to
accommodate all of the other cups and tro-
phies. The reason [ am mentioning this epi-
sode 1s as another warning to all you ex-
hibitors out there which is, always double
check which exhibit that you wish to place
vour ticket beneath.

The last Show we attended was the Merseyside Big Heart
Festival where we promoted allotments as part of a healthy
living stratagem. We did this alongside various depart-
ments of the Health Service including Broadgreen Hospi-
tal Cardiac Centre, different Primary Care Trusts, The Liv-
erpool Dental Health Service, representatives from the Liv-
erpool Leisure and Sports Directorate, and lots of other
agencies and departments which are concerned with pro-
moting Healthy Lifestyles. The venue was fabulous and
took place in what is known as the LACE centre which is
acollege connected with Liverpool Archdiocese. Although
our surroundings for this festival were luxuriant and every
other stand was state of the art including the facilities for
the representatives from Liverpool Sports and Leisure Di-
rectorate, we telt rather like the poor relations, since we
only had our home made stand which looked rather rustic
amongst all the statc of the art equipment that everyone
else was supplied with. someone from another stand de-
scribed our stand as “twee” we did not know whether to
take it as a compliment or an insult. We enjoyed the day
anyway and as always got quite a few ‘freebies’ such as
pens, mugs, mouse mats etc. we do not mind that they are
printed with slogans such as Smoking Kills or make Liv-
erpool Smoke Free etc., as the quality of the ‘freebies’ is
very good and very [unctional, also we enjoyed lots of de-
licious fruit and vegetable dishes, wonderful apple juice
drinks of various recipes werc made and distributed from
the stand opposite us, also cooked vegetables (stir fried
with the tinicst amount of olive e.g. chopped peppers, gar-
lie, carrots, onions ctc). We only wish all City Councils
would recognize the important contribution that their al-
lotments make to the well being of their citizens and pro-
mote them as such, instead of treating them as at best an
embarrassment and at worst a capital asset to be disposed
ol at the very first opportunity. I will shut up moaning
now and finish on a brighter note and just say what a joy
the children are when they attend these events and how
well the stall look after and encourage them to eat health-
ily and organise great cxhibitions of bicycling and sports
equipment for them to try out and also face painting (which
is done by our allotmenteer Claire - mother of Callum,
George and Dominic as mentioned in other articles in this
Journal).

We gave out lots of booklets and leaflets in our promotion
of the allotments and AGCUK.

Ann Mallanaphy
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DAZZLING DAHLIAS

Hello Reg, lady and gentlemen allotmenteers, my
friend Mr. Paul Gee has been showing dahlias that
he has grown on his allotment for the last 2 or 3 years,
last year he entered the Harrogate autumn flower
show for the very first time in the novice section where
he did extremely well, he won his novice section, plus
a coup'e of other sections as well. This year he was
in with the big boys the people who have won
championships for many years. Paul has been very
dedicated to his dahlias and the results just show how
dedicated he has been,this year he came 2nd in the
small decorative class,3rd in the medium decorative
CHAMPIONSHIP Class, Paul actually WON BEST
EXHIBIT Single bloom classes 71 to 77 with a dahlia
called White Charlie Two. All of the members on our
site are very pleased for Paul. It just goes to show
you only get out what you put in. If any member of
our great organisation would like advice from Paul or
if he can help anyone that grows dahlias he is only
too willing to share what knowledge he has gained
by listening and visiting some of the very best dahlia
growers in the country, | will let the secretary have his
phone number so you can give him a call. These
photos were taken nearly 6 weeks after the Harrogate
Show.

D|G|I({L|O|QIR|E|W|O|M|N|{W|[A|L
E|A|(N|R|G|V|Z|R|{B|S|H|W|L|P|A
Hic|T|I1|lI|X|E|l"H|[H|O|E[D|U|J|W DIBBER
T|IN|E|VIc|M|Kk|clz]|o|F|[W[L|RIN LAWNRAKE
SHREDDER
YIA|IPIHMI{G|IX|[TIM{IBIQ|T|E[J|R DIGGING-SPADE
CIR!Y|I|[N|C|ILIU|E|R|J|D|K|O|A MATTOCK
, SICKLE
SloIRID|IM|S|K|D|A|M|D|C|P|T|K DUTCH.HOE
LT A|P|E|[T|A|U|U|E|O|M|B|Q|E PICK-AXE
slo|F|INlulP|C|T|R|O|W|E|LIE]|V STRIMMER
FORK
1 x|1{Qlo|s|A UIE[J|Y|H|R STRING
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FIOIRIK|IA|IT!T|X DIB|U|IH|T|Y TROWEL
NIR|IE|V|K|X|O|G|G|N|T|R!T|SI|F
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—_—
LA



9

13

16

= wn ~ <
e = =] e = | & sl
o — — N4 oz Z
= >lmla Z 5 © Sl =
= 2 (55 1 < -
et = 2 - = >
- < w2 R-- = «
o el LT = =
= = = o =
z. s R <| | | =
Q = = () < <
o <l = zlu|zm| @)«

— o - =

WIL|A|P

16



TUCKERS VEGETABLE
- & FLOWER SEED

FREE GARDEN CATALOGUE

Tuckers Trustworthy Seeds
The Value for Money range

SEED SPECIALISTS FOR OVER 175 YEARS

Further additions of both, old favourites & new and exciting vegetable varieties, including
organic and unusual.

** MORE ORIENTALS & SPECTALITY LEAVES **

* AN EXTENDED RANGE OF MAMMOTH VEGETABLES **
** A FANTASTIC NEW SCENTED SWEETPEA COLLECTION **
** NEW DRYING BEAN COLLECTION **

“* ORGANIC SPROUTING SEEDS & SPROUTING KITS **

We still have over 100 potato varieties (including organic),
and we are pleased to be able to offer a new range of 1Kg trial packs.

Woe otfer varietics from
Artichokes - Watermelon & Abutilon - Zinnia.
Also
Potato microplants, Green Manures, Onions, Garlic,
Mushroom Kits, Fruit & Gardening products.

FREE MARKET GROWERS LIST
FOR LARGER EVEN BETTER VALUE QUANTITIES

Please ring, write or call into:
EDWIN TUCKER & SONS LTD,
BREWERY MEADOW, STONEPARK,
ASHBURTON, NEWTON ABBOT, DEVON. TQ13 7DG.

TEL: 01364 652233 FAX: 01364 654211
WEBSITE: www.edwintucker.com EMAIL: seeds@edwintucker.com

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR AGC MEMBERS




15 Kg (40Ltr) Bag £3.30 + vat delivered

100% ORGANIC FERTILISER

PRODUCED FOR OVER 25 YEARS,
COMPOSTED, MILLED AND
OVEN HEATED AT OVER 200°C
TO PRODUCE A SAFE AND
ECONOMICAL PRODUCT

ONE BAG WILL TREAT UP
TO 250 SQUARE YARDS

PELLETED CHICKEN FERTILISER

» EASY TO SPREAD - ODOURLESS « CONCENTRATED -

One or two handfuls per sq. metre G;-@Worganic j
for vegetables, soft fruits, flowers £

A dissoived handful in one gallon
of water for an excelient liquid feed

Scatter a handful on each layer of
garden waste to enrich the compost

Ideal for fawn feed at a
handful per sq. metre

8 Kg tub from 20 Kg bag from

£3.00 + wvat e-mail: roger@groworganic.org £5.50 + vat
delivered web site: www.groworganic.org delivered
Send orders to: Please send me :-
60 Bags of Groworganic @ £3.30 plus vat per bag 8
ORGANICO LIMITED ||30 Bags of Groworganic @ £3.50 plus vat per bag
DEPT 4. HAYES ROAD 50 8Kg tubs @ £3.50 plus vat per tub Ul
’ 125 (pallet) 8Kg tubs of pellets @ £3.00 pius vat per tub [}
COMPTON DUNDON || 25 20Kg bags of pellets @ £5.95 plus vat per bag ()
NR. SOMERTON 50 (pallet) 20Kg bags of pellets @ £5.50 plus vat per bag [}
SOM EHSET (tick appropriate box)
TA11 6PF 3 =T £ 1= U,
ALAreSss ..o et s s aren s e b rana s e
TEL: Q1458 272202 || torreesereorriressssstnirrscasssssrnness parsiansss snssssssssass sessbasvamsmssms nnees mensatianes s sbmsne
Fax: 01458 273337 Post Code........c.cccoerririinrnnn Telephone Number ...........ccoviirnennns

NO CHEQUES REQUIRED - Delivery and payment arranged through our wholesaler




